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1.	ASEAN is now in its 42nd  year of establishment.  Despite having existed for more than four decades, the association is still being perceived as very elitist in its approaches and practices.  This is, of course, not the fault of the Association as, by the nature of its process, only the leaders and concerned ministers, senior officials and designated officers were involved during its establishment and the planning and implementation of sectoral cooperation programmes and activities.  Real civil society participation in the ASEAN process only started with the 11th ASEAN Summit held in December 2005 in Kuala Lumpur, where directions towards future regional cooperation in human rights 
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issues were discussed.  Indeed, ASEAN Member Countries realize that, in order to achieve the ASEAN Community by 2015, it is pertinent that the peoples of ASEAN are aware of the Association and its activities and processes.

2.	There are ongoing ASEAN awareness activities such as the regular “ASEAN Students Exchange Programme at the Secondary School Level” where one ASEAN Member Country hosts selected students from all ASEAN countries, the Annual ASEAN Youth Camp for young people from 16 to 25 years old to exchane ideas and network, the ASEAN Mathematics and Science Olympiad first held in 2003 to provide, beside competition, an opportunity for students around ASEAN to interact with one another,  and the ASEAN Quiz which exposes the youth of ASEAN to various ASEAN cultural, political, economic and social issues.  There is also the ASEAN School Tour conducted by the Secretary-General of ASEAN or his Deputies to promote ASEAN awareness to primary school students. These activities, while promoting ASEAN awareness to a certain extent, do not, however, provide a detailed knowledge of ASEAN agendas in a formal way.

3.	At the university level, beside the ASEAN University Game, there is no other coordinated programmes to promote ASEAN awareness, let alone a region-wide formal education on ASEAN.  It was for this reason, perhaps, that  a study in 2007, which was commissioned by the ASEAN Foundation, to assess ASEAN awareness among undergraduate students of 10 national universities in ASEAN revealed that there were still wide variations of knowledge and perception on ASEAN among the student respondents. In view of this, it is time that a concerted effort be undertaken to teach ASEAN history in higher education.

4.	ASEAN has committed itself to build an ASEAN Community by 2015 on three closely inter-related pillars, namely the ASEAN Security Community (ASC), the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC).1  Basically, the first pillar is about Peace, the second is about Prosperity, while the third is about People. And these three elements of Peace, Prosperity and People are at the core of a strong ASEAN Community. If the ASEAN Security Community and the ASEAN Economic Community are means through which ASEAN hopes to secure a brighter future for its younger generation, the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, with its focus on people, is about grooming them to inherit this future.

5.	The priorities of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community address a range of issues related to social development or humanities, including health, labour, the environment, social welfare, gender, culture and, of course, education. The overarching aim is to improve the lives of all ASEAN citizens. The principle is social inclusion. As such, the work of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community would also help ASEAN citizens understand the benefits of being in the ASEAN Community, fostering a sense of belonging, identification and commitment to the region’s shared goals. Only when the citizens of ASEAN are committed to the ideals of shared identity, shared responsibility and shared prosperity, can the region continue to flourish.

6.	The schools and their teachers and the universities and their faculties all have a key role in building a successful and resilient ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. As the institutions that nurture the intellectual society, the schools and universities ensure that the students have the necessary or pre-requisite knowledge and skills to be productive and responsible members of society. These institutions also instill the shared values of the community in the students, fostering a bond to the community, so that they grow up and come out to become responsible and caring members of society.

7.	These days, it is a complex and challenging world that awaits the students.  The students of ASEAN need to be aware of the realities of this world outside the classrooms of schools and the universities.  They should be attuned to the shared aspirations that the region has to promote peace and prosperity.  They are part of the region, and of ASEAN, whether they realize it or not.  They need to understand that ASEAN’s prosperity is their prosperity and ASEAN’s future is also their future.  And, in the ultimate, they have to know that ASEAN’s future – and cosequently their own prospects – is in their hands. So, in short, the awareness of the region and should be fostered in every Southeast Asian school and university and institution of higher learning.   The spirit of ASEAN should be brought into the classrooms and lecture theaters, more importantly, the latter.  


II.	THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN BUILDING REGIONAL IDENTITY AND SOLIDARITY

(a)	      Current ASEAN Education Policy

8.	Education, and cooperation in the sector, has a very significant role in contributing towards ASEAN integration (i.e. ASEAN Community).  Education permeates all the three pillars of the ASEAN Community which provides universities and their faculties and students with the opportunity for regional collaboration.  Networking among universities in developing a regional system of educational accreditation helps enhances quality assessment and initiates credit transfer.  Cooperation in education is essential in building an ASEAN identity through exchange of programmes and promoting “ASEANess”.  On the whole, through their expertise and by strengthening the institutional cooperation or networking mechanism among them, the universities can provide advice in the process of building the ASEAN Community.

9.	ASEAN education policy is guided by the declarations of two ASEAN Summits, namely the 4th ASEAN Summit, held on 27-28 January 1992 in Singapore, and the 9th ASEAN Summit, held on 6-7 October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia. The 4th ASEAN Summit emphasized the need to hasten the development of a regional identity and solidarity, and promote human resource development by considering ways to further strengthen the existing network of the leading universities and institutions of higher learning in the region.  It also declared that ASEAN Member Countries shall continue to enhance awareness of ASEAN among the people in the region through expansion of ASEAN studies as part of Southeast Asian Studies in the school and university curricula and the introduction of ASEAN student exchange programmes at the secondary and tertiary levels of education. 2

10.	These aspirations by the ASEAN Leaders have been further reinforced by their Declaration of ASEAN Concord II, or the Bali Concord II, for the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community by the 9th ASEAN Summit in October 2003.  The part of the Declaration on this, among others, states that: “ASEAN shall ensure that its work force shall be prepared for, and benefit from, economic integration by investing more resources for basic and higher education, training, science and technology development, job creation, and social protection.   The development and enhancement of human resources is a key strategy for employment generation, alleviating poverty and socio-economic disparities, and ensuring economic growth with equity.  ASEAN shall continue existing efforts to promote regional mobility and mutual recognition of professional credentials, talents, and skills development.”  and  “The (ASEAN Socio-Cultural) Community shall nurture talent and promote interaction among ASEAN scholars, writers, artist and media practitioners to help preserve and promote ASEAN’s diverse cultural heritage while fostering regional identity as well as cultivating people’s awareness of ASEAN.”1

11.	A concrete human development strategy is essential in order to build a strong socio-cultural community, and a concerted cooperation in education among ASEAN Member Countries, particularly in higher education, is indispensable. In other words, human development through education lies at the very core of a strong and resilient ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC), especially in developing and nurturing vital human resources that also contribute to the enhancement of ASEAN competitiveness.  Promoting improved standards and access to education through networking and institutional collaboration in the region, as well as between this region and the outside world, is one of the concerns being addressed under the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Plan of Action. 3

12.	Although, on the regional level, ASEAN can help facilitate the exchange of best practices and acquisition of new knowledge and techniques, through its cooperation in education, but, policy-wise, education is ultimately a national responsibility and the bulk of policy planning and implementation will be done at the ASEAN Member Countries’ respective ministries of education and related academic institutions and universities. The senior officials and bureaucrats in ASEAN like to emphasize the importance of human resource development in the region.  Consequently, ASEAN has embarked, and is embarking on a lot of “capacity-building” activities. These include training workshops, knowledge-sharing and the promotion of life-long learning in the various sectors and sub-sectors of cooperation among Member Countries.

13.	Capacity-building is about helping the people gain the different types and levels of expertise needed to contribute to the region’s economy and society. The critical groundwork in human resource development and, thus, capacity-building, begins in the classrooms and lecture theaters. The leaders of ASEAN recognize this. They have put the facilitation of universal access to education and the promotion of high standards in education as an area to focus on in the ASEAN Vientiane Action Programme (VAP), which was endorsed by the 11th ASEAN Summit in 2004 in Vientiane, Lao PDR. The VAP is ASEAN’s work programme towards achieving the ASEAN Community. The priority areas related to education as stated in the VAP are: 4

(i)	Collaboration on educational systems in the region through comparative studies with a view to ensure quality education in the region; 

(ii)	Education information networking in various levels of institutions in the region; and 

(iii)	Collaboration with other regional and international educational organizations to develop a concerted effort in the provision of education in the region.  

These provide the platform or the stage on which universities and other institutions of higher learning in the region can play their roles through networking mechanism among them. 


(b)	 Existing ASEAN Cooperation in Higher Education – the  ASEAN University Network (AUN) Programme

14.	Over the past two decades or so, many cooperation programmes and activities have been forged between some universities in the ASEAN region in research and general academic areas, either on bilateral or multi-lateral basis, inter-countries or intra-country.  Some of the cooperation efforts have been in the form of one-off kind of activities between universities, while others take the form of long-term programme approach based on agreements or memoranda of understanding between them.

15.	  For higher education within the ASEAN regional collaborative framework, ASEAN established the ASEAN University Network (AUN) Programme in November 1995, through a Charter signed by the ASEAN Ministers responsible for higher education5 and an Agreement signed by the Presidents/Rectors/Vice-Chancellors of the eleven original participating universities to spearhead regional cooperation activities in higher education among ASEAN Member Countries through their leading universities6.  Now, the AUN has 21 participating or member universities which are respective prime institutions of higher learning of ASEAN Member Countries.  Malaysia is now represented by three of its prime public universities, namely the University of Malaya (UM), University Sains Malaysia (USM) and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM).  The Vice-Chancellor of UM represents Malaysia in the AUN Board of Trustees, which meets twice a year. 

16.	The general objective of the AUN is to strengthen the existing network of cooperation among  some universities in ASEAN (member universities) by promoting collaborative study and research programmes on the priority areas identified by ASEAN, while the specific objectives are to promote cooperation and solidarity among professionals, academicians, scientists and scholars in the region;  to develop academic and professional human resources in the region;  and to promote information dissemination through an electronic network of libraries and information exchange among members of the academic community, policy makers, students, and other relevant users.

17.	The establishment of the AUN Programme has contributed greatly towards promoting a regional identity through the development of human resources in the region as envisaged in the Declaration of the 4th and 9th ASEAN Summits. Since its establishment, the AUN has successfully undertaken several cooperation programmes which were and are in coherent with the aspiration of the ASEAN Leaders, both among ASEAN Member Countries and between ASEAN Member Countries and a number of ASEAN Dialogue Partner countries. 
The various collaborative projects that are ongoing among AUN Participating or Member Universities, as well as those between these ASEAN universities and institutions of higher education from ASEAN Dialogue Partner countries such as China, the European Union, India, Japan, and the Republic of Korea (RoK), are reflections of ASEAN’s policy of internationalizing its higher education.  In this regard, the AUN has been assigned as both the lead body and supporting body to the VAP’s  ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) programme areas and measures in three main areas, namely: (i) facilitating universal access to education and promoting high standard, (ii) developing and enhancing human resources in the workforce through the development of joint certificate and accreditation of science and technology in the region, and (iii) fostering dialogue for a deeper understanding of ASEAN civilization, cultures and religions.4

18.	Within ASEAN, the AUN is currently implementing the ASEAN Studies Programme; Student and Faculty Exchange Programme; Distinguished Scholars Programme; Collaborative Research Programme; Quality Assurance (AUN-QA); 
Information Networking; ASEAN Graduate Business/Economics Programme (AGBEP) Network; Southeast Asian Engineering Education Development Network (AUN/SEED-Net); Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) “Higher Education Management in CLMV Countries”; and AUN Intellectual Property Network.7 All these programmes are meant to enhance the policy of internationalization of higher education in the region.  Undoubtedly, all these efforts will converge on promoting cooperation and solidarity among scientists, scholars, academicians, and students in ASEAN Member Countries; fostering a sense of ASEANess, mutual understanding and harmony within the ASEAN communities; deepening ASEAN awareness and understanding of the educational, social, cultural and geo-political environment of the ASEAN people; as well as exchanging knowledge, experience and expertise and enhancing cooperation between universities.   The AUN Quality Assurance Guidelines that has been published for use, as well as the information networking, through the establishment of the AUN Library Online, will help facilitate and strengthen all the above-mentioned efforts.


(c)	ASEAN Studies as a Means of Inculcating ASEAN Awareness 

19.	For the region’s students, being Southeast Asians has to be in their psyche.  This is their neighbourhood.  Learning the history of the region (or ASEAN) will help them to be aware of its past, present and future. They come from a region of a proud history, rich culture and significant leaders.  For instance, they need to know that their forefathers had struggled with colonial masters for hard-won independence; that Southeast Asia lays claim to two popular “Wonders of the World” – the Angkor Wat in Cambodia and the “Borobudur Temple” in Indonesia; and that the Third Secretary-General of the United Nations was U Thant of Myanmar.  And, being born in the ASEAN era, the region’s present and future students cannot help but to be aware, at least as a general knowledge, of ASEAN as an association and as a process of cooperation among its Member States.  The knowledge on the history of individual Member Countries of ASEAN, together with the teaching of Southeast Asian or ASEAN history at the higher education level, focusing on the institutional aspects, fundamental principles and objectives of the Association, as well as the evolution and mechanism of implementation of sectoral cooperation programmes and activities would certainly instill the spirit of ASEAN among the students.

20.	The ASEAN Studies Programme was the first prioritized activity of the AUN, and is currently being formally hosted as a postgraduate programme by the Asia-Europe Institute of the University of Malaya (AEI-UM). The Programme was first introduced as an undergraduate course at the Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences, (FASS) University of Malaya as part of the ASEAN University Network (AUN) process. This programme, then known as “ASEAN Studies Programme (ASP)“ was started in October 2000 and hosted by the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, FAAS, UM. A coordinator was appointed by the Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, University of Malaya, for a period of two years to oversee the running of the programme. Eventually, the Asia-Europe Institute (AEI) of the University of Malaya was given the honour to host the ASEAN Studies Programme at the postgraduate level.  The International Masters in ASEAN Studies (IMAS) programme was started in October 2006. It is a one year Master’s coursework programme with modular structure. It is the fulfillment of the AUN’s obligation to the core aspiration of the 4th ASEAN Summit’s declaration on education, specifically on enhancing awareness of ASEAN among the people of this region. The Programme offers a degree in International Masters in ASEAN Studies (IMAS). 

21.	Basically, the one-year IMAS Programme is to promote higher education collaboration among ASEAN members and to strengthen regional solidarity and identity. It also provides an advanced level of understanding of the political, economic, social and cultural forces which shape ASEAN as well as the attendant policy process in a range of issue areas; and, subsequently, it is hoped to serve as a pioneering effort towards establishing the ASEAN Studies course curriculum in the member universities of the AUN, as well as in other institutions of higher learning in the region.

22.	Courses currently offered under the IMAS Programme are: (i) Programme Core Courses (Economic and Political Policy Agendas of ASEAN; Functional Cooperation in ASEAN; History, Society and Culture in Southeast Asia; Regionalization and Regionalism: Theory and Practice; Legal, Institutional and Governance Frameworks (for Regional Integration; and Politics and Security in the Asia-Pacific Region); (ii) Cross Programme Course – (Globalization and Economic Development; European Model of Regionalization); (iii) AEI Core Courses (Political Economy of Asia-Europe Relations; Research Methods and Data Analysis for Social Sciences; Advanced Studies in Malaysian Politics, Government and Economics; Advanced Studies on Europe and in European Studies); and (iv) a UM Elective Course  (Multiculturalism in Asia and Europe). The students are also required to undergo a four-week internship programme, usually to the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, and to submit a project paper as partial fulfillments to obtain the IMAS degree.

23.	In the beginning years of its establishment, students who participated in this programme came from several universities in the ASEAN region, but ASP courses were also offered to UM’s undergraduate students as electives.  There were 3 core courses offered, each with 3 credit hours. These were ASEAN Identity and Development, ASEAN - Organisation and Structure, andASEAN Studies Lecture Series. Participating universities included Burapha University of Thailand, National University of Vietnam - Ho Chi Minh City; University of Distance Education, Yangoon; De la Salle University, Manila; and Hiroshima University, Japan.  AEI-UM contributed to this programme by sending some of its European visiting professors to lecture on selected topics. Nowadays, beside students from ASEAN Member Countries, there are also students from Japan and the Republic of Korea, as well as from Europe and the US taking the IMAS programme.  Also, true to its international concept, the IMAS Programme receives teaching support of academicians from within the University of Malaya and other local universities in Malaysia, as well as from universities in ASEAN and the European countries. 

24.	 Being an important programme, the AUN, through the AEI-UM, will be reviewing the ASEAN Studies Programme regularly so that the contents of the courses offered to the students under the Programme are truly in-keeping with the developments in ASEAN, beneficial and attractive and, most importantly, serve the objective of the 4th ASEAN Summit’s declaration to promote awareness of ASEAN.   In this regard, the AEI-UM, in consultation with the other member universities of the AUN, either through the AUN process or bilaterally, will undertake efforts to update the syllabus and the course contents as and when necessary.

25.	 The next step by the AEI-UM is to further the ongoing IMAS programme into the doctoral level. The AEI-UM will be conducting an International PhD in ASEAN Studies under the AUN mechanism, tentatively, by September 2009.  The 22nd Meeting of the AUN-BOT held in Pattaya, Thailand on 1-2 November 2007 has endorsed in principle the proposal towards this end by the AEI-UM.  Pursuant to this, the proposal has been further detailed out, in terms of its rationale, aims, research areas, programme of and duration of study, supervision, financing, and admission requirements of the programme, by a meeting hosted by the AEI-UM among experts from some of the AUN member universities on 10-11 April 2008 in Kuala Lumpur.  The detailed proposal will be submitted to the 23rd Meeting of AUN-BOT for final approval.

26.	The aims of the International Ph.D Programme in ASEAN Studies are: (i) to strengthen the students’ research abilities within the areas of ASEAN studies and ultimately provide them with skills and ideas towards a better understanding of the region; (ii) to assist and enable students to achieve excellence in multidisciplinary research, postgraduate education and training to meet the growing demands of the worlds of academia, economics, politics, science and technology and the arts; (iii) to provide students with theories, methodologies, practice and applications in order to keep pace with current developments in research and have the opportunities to work in different ASEAN settings; and (iv) to foster a stronger cooperation among universities in the region through networking, exchanges of expertise, joint researches, joint 	supervision, and the sharing of experiences and curricula.8

27.	In terms of rationale, it cannot be denied that this International PhD in ASEAN Studies programme, when implemented, will contribute a great deal to ASEAN regional cooperation in higher education, in particular, and to ASEAN cooperation, in general. Implementing the programme under the AUN mechanism will certainly further enhance the existing collaboration among the AUN Member Universities.  The AUN is promoting collaborative research among its Member Universities.  The PhD researches and studies that will be implemented can help beef up the activities under this collaborative effort.

28.	   While the AEI-UM will be the implementer of this proposed International Ph.D in ASEAN Studies, this programme envisages a joint effort and close collaboration between the Institute and other relevant faculties within the University of Malaya and, most importantly, with other AUN Member Universities as well as universities and institutions of higher learning in other countries and regions outside ASEAN which have expert resources in ASEAN or Southeast Asian studies. In a way, either directly or indirectly, this will also enhance internationalization of higher education. 

29.	 On the more general level, undoubtedly, this doctoral programme will contribute towards increasing the available pool of human resource in the area of social sciences and humanities, particularly in relation to the ASEAN region.   While ASEAN, at this moment, may not be short of experts or qualified people in the field of ASEAN studies, it certainly needs more researches and studies to be done in the various socio-cultural sectors in order to provide sufficient basis to formulate strategies and directions for regional cooperation in these sectors in the future.  


(d)	      Collaboration among Universities

30.	In this era of globalization, the universities are facing ever greater challenges in trying to keep the standard and quality of higher education in abreast with the increasing demands for qualified human resources.  Therefore, universities and institutions of higher learning in the ASEAN region cannot afford to move ahead individually on their own.  They need to share expertise and experiences, as well as merge their strengths and resources to face these ever-growing challenges and demands.  This is exactly what the AEI-UM is attempting to promote through this International Ph.D in ASEAN Studies.  It needs no mentioning that all prime universities in ASEAN Member Countries, including the AUN member universities, are already conducting doctoral programmes in various fields of social sciences and humanities.  While they are progressing well individually in their respective areas of excellence, the universities should, at the same time, undertake joint approaches in order to grow and excel together. As with the case of the IMAS Programme, it is envisaged that the International Ph.D in ASEAN Studies will receive similar teaching support and cooperation of academicians from within the University of Malaya and other local universities in Malaysia, as well as from universities in ASEAN and the European countries.

31.	In many sectors of cooperation, including in higher education, ASEAN encourages any one of its Member Countries, through its respective line national agencies and institutions, which has the necessary capabilities in terms of resources, to undertake “country initiatives” to lead or spearhead cooperation in a particular sector.  In this regard, the AEI-UM, in particular, and the University of Malaya, in general, is fortunate to have a vast pool of experts, financial and other related resources available to undertake this particular initiative to help promote regional cooperation in higher education in ASEAN, including in postgraduate studies and researches in social sciences and the humanities.
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